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The International Ecumenical Observation of the Nicaraguan Electoral Process (IEONEP) is cosponsored by the World Council of Churches, National Council of Churches-USA, Latin American
Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. The four councils represent approximately
400 million Christians worldwide. Accredited by Nicaragua's Supreme Electoral Council, IEONEP
has been engaged in monitoring activities for the past eight weeks. Delegation members have also
interviewed representatives of diverse sectors of Nicaraguan society, particularly political and
religious leaders. A statement released by the IEONEP on Feb. 16 is summarized below: 1. There is
ample opportunity for the expression of the popular will of the Nicaraguan people. Approximately
90% of the eligible population is registered to vote. (Responding to concerns that a sector of the
population on the Atlantic Coast did not have the opportunity to register during the October
inscription period, several registration posts which had remained closed for security reasons, were
opened on Feb. 11.) The public's level of confidence in the electoral process has grown consistently
over the campaign period. This is manifested in the numerous, well-attended campaign rallies and
the free expression of the contending parties and their supporters. 2. The Supreme Electoral Council
has demonstrated good will, flexibility and fairness in responding to the demands, concerns and
complaints of the contending parties. The ongoing dialogue among the political parties and the
Supreme Electoral Council at the national level, and with Regional Electoral Councils in each of the
nine electoral regions, has contributed to the resolution of conflict through democratic and peaceful
means. 3. Regarding the actual voting process on Feb. 25, there are several factors which minimize
the opportunity for electoral fraud: The transparency of the voting process, including complete
access to accredited electoral observers, during every stage of the voting process and vote count.
The presence of accredited representatives of contending parties at the polling places during the
voting and vote count. Seals on electoral materials will be broken on the morning of the 25th, in the
presence of local election officials, party representatives and electoral observers. The IEONEP will
have electoral observers present in seven of the nine electoral regions. On Feb. 21-24, observers will
visit local party headquarters in towns and rural areas throughout these regions. They will be in
close contact with the Regional Electoral Councils, United Nations and Organization of American
States observers and members of the religious community. On election day, they will visit numerous
polling booths as well as witness the vote counting process. (Basic data from 02/21/90 report by
Pensamiento Propio, a publication of the Coordinadora Regional de Investigaciones Economicas y
Sociales (CRIES-Managua)]
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